PLAY-IN-A-DAY

This is an adaptation of an idea from someone else who got it from someone else.  (How’s that for attributing sources?)  Please let me know of any successful adaptations you make…I’d love to get more ideas on how to make this work.

Process:

Directors submit applications to direct either alone or with a partner.  Each applicant had to apply and get a recommendation from another teacher as to whether or not the student was responsible and/or capable of handling this sort of situation.  The directors also had to write a short paragraph or so outlining what their process might look like on the day.

Writers submit applications to write either alone or with a group.  Each applicant had to apply and get a recommendation from another teacher as to whether or not they had the ability to communicate through writing and as to their ability to write in a creative manner.

My main reasons for doing the application process was to:

1)  make sure the students really wanted to participate—an application makes it more formal, and if they are chosen then it puts even more value on the commitment

2)  I wanted to have an out incase I felt that a student wasn’t capable of handling such a major task

3)  It got other teachers interested—a bonus I hadn’t thought of.
Actors  Anyone could sign up to be an actor.  I took sign ups the week before the performance date.  If an actor signed up, he GUARANTEED that he would show up on the day of the activity.  If they were not able to show up they HAD TO CALL the back stage phone.  (And, yes, one time, two didn’t show up!!!! BAH!!)  Also, actors agreed that if they were not cast, they would participate in the tech aspects of the shows.

Techies  If a student wanted to do tech, they had to sign up as well.  They also had to agree to show up and call if they couldn’t make it.  They also agreed to be grudgingly coerced into acting small parts if absolutely necessary, but they wouldn’t like it much.  I also chose one tech person to kind of be in charge of organizing the tech for each show.

As with any show, everyone would work on tech as needed.

TIMELINE

Friday after school:  Drama club assembles for the revealing of the STIMULUS (
It could be an object like a Scrabble tile or a concept.  We did Future and Fantasy.

I gave the writers a maximum amount of people to use in their script.  We had 18 actors sign up, so I said the maximum number of actors that could be used was 9.  However, they could have more characters with doubling.  I also gave each group an even number of boys who could be used so they had to be concerned with either girls playing guys or creating roles that could be played by either a boy or girl.  

(I limited the page count as well, but that’s at school.  Although I don’t think I needed to limit the pages because both shows came in under the time limit.  One of 20 minutes and the other might have been 10.)

The writers then went off to one of their houses and wrote the script and I went home and had a quiet night with my family (
Saturday 8:00am:  

Writers show up at school with 2 copies of the script (or outline/scenario)


Directors show up (lead techs could show up at this point as well) and get a script from the writers.  While they begin to read, I go and make copies for the lead tech folks and actors.


Once I’ve made copies, I read the scripts for appropriate content.


When the directors are done reading, they take a look at who the available actors are and roughly decide how they will cast the show.  Then, like choosing teams for baseball each director takes turns choosing and actor until all the shows are cast.  NOTE:  The authors should have NO SAY in the casting of the pieces!


The directors talk with their techs and decide on staging ideas etc.


I am available as they need me.

10:00 am


Actors and techies show up and get their assignments.


Typically the rehearsal begins with a read through and then they’re off.


I typed up a rough program for the evening and made copies.

12:00pm 


Pot-luck lunch or students bring their own or Boosters provide lunch (
12:30pm


Rehearsals resume.  


At this point the authors can come back and watch the rehearsals.  I don’t let them come back until this point.  Of course they could be contacted by phone before now, but I didn’t want them interfering with the director.  Their written work need to stand up for itself.


This is also the point where the author can make minor changes if she wants. If something isn’t working the way she intended or if something needs clarifying.  


I hang out and watch the interaction between author and director so neither demands to much of the other.


Meanwhile, techs are working on hanging/refocusing lights.  All groups need to collaborate on general lighting ideas.  I urge the techs and directors to try and work with the area lighting we have if possible.  (We don’t have a lot of spare lights.)


The afternoon is broken up into rehearsals, costume breaks, and occasionally students running home to get the perfect outfit for their character…General controlled and purposeful mayhem ensues! (
3:30 – 4:30pm


Group 1 Techs their show in the theatre.

4:30 – 5:30pm


Group 2 Techs their show in the theatre.


(Obviously if you have more than two groups this might need to be changed.  We only had two groups the first year so that’s what we did.) 

5:30- 6:00pm


Dinner—either brought in by parents or chip in for pizza—whatever is easiest for you!  (Let me know what you come up with.)

6:00 – 7:00pm


Call time—set up for the show


Front of house shows up—parents, techies who are not needed during the show or kids who for whatever reason couldn’t participate in the whole day.  (I suppose they could show up for dinner as well. ()

6:30pm


House opens

7:00pm


Group 1 Show

7:20pm


10 minute intermission

7:30pm


Group 2 Show

7:50pm


End of the evening, quick strike and go home!

If all goes well, you will have had an extremely successful day and will be leaving the theatre by 8:30pm-ish. (  Even if you have more than 2 shows, it’s conceivable that you’d still be out reasonably early if you did 4.  You could always have drama class strike the show on Monday…

I’m eager to know how this works out for you and what changes or adaptations you devise! (
CHEERS!

