
A Brief Note: 

This production of The Odyssey will be VERY PHYSICAL. We will 
use our bodies to make a world. 

Fall Play Audition Packet 

The Play: 
The Fall play will be The Odyssey by Mary Zimmerman. There are many sources about 
this play online, in the bookstore for reference.  This production will be very physical, there 
are named characters listed below, but there will be additional chorus members, and people 
will play multiple parts. Please Note: the cast list below is a suggested breakdown of 
parts, we expect we will break many of them up to allow us to cast more actors. 

Athena – Goddess of Wisdom 

Odysseus 

Eumaeus and others 

Hermes and others 

Zeus / Laertes  

Eurycleia, Arte, Circe and others  

Helen, Nausicaa, Singer and others 

Penelope and others 

Alcinous and others 

Menelaus, Cyclops and others 

Antinous, Poseiden and others 

Calypso, Melantho, and others 

Telemachus and others 

Musicians / Chorus 



Rehearsals: 
The rehearsal process for this production will be intense as always. The rehearsal schedule 
can be found under the calendar link on the drama club home page. It is a tentative 
schedule, subject to change, and if you are cast in the show, you should monitor the calendar 
link closely to keep abreast of changes.    

ALSO BE AWARE THAT ALL CAST MEMBERS ARE EXPECTED TO HELP AT 
STRIKE.  ANYONE NOT THERE WITHOUT HAVING PREVIOUS PERMISSION 
FROM MR. DAVIS WILL NOT TAKE PART IN ANY FUTURE DRAMA CLUB 
PRODUCTION OR I.T.S. PRODUCTION. BE THERE OR BE DONE.  

Auditions:  
By auditioning, you are agreeing to accept whatever part you 
get.  Really. By auditioning, you are agreeing to accept whatever part you get. If you have 
the slightest twinge of doubt that you will be a happy, full participant in the cast no matter 
what part you get, DO NOT AUDITION. If you are reluctant to be cast as a chorus part 
instead of the lead, please do not audition.  If there is any conflict on the horizon that might 
“force you to quit,” please do not audition.  If you audition and then drop out, you will 
not be allowed to participate in ANY drama club activity for the rest of the year. 
Exceptions may be allowed for Verified reasons – i.e.: major life upheavals like death in the 
family etc. 

The EBHS Drama Club's guiding philosophy is that there are no small parts. Period. And in 
this production in particular, the chorus is an integral part of the show no matter how many 
lines they say individually. Please note that these are general auditions. You are auditioning 
for a part in the play, not a particular part.  

To audition: 
1. Sign up for a time slot on the drama club bulletin board when the sign-up is posted

(time slots are for singing and acting days only, it is recommended that you be here
long before your appointed slot, as we may be moving faster than expected).

2. Fill out the audition sheet and bring it with you to the auditions
3. Make note of the pre-audition workshop (Tuesday, Dec 13 after school) and plan to

be there 4. Prepare one of the male or female monologues* provided in this packet.
*IT IS STRONGLY SUGGESTED THAT YOU READ THE PLAY YOUR
MONOLOGUE IS TAKEN FROM, AND UNDERSTAND WHAT IS HAPPENING
IN THE SCENE.



Needless to say, you should understand what you are saying and why you are saying it in 
order to act it.  .  

Auditions will be performed for the casting panel. The Panel works as follows: 
• Approximately five to seven members
• The Panel must come to consensus on all casting decisions
• The best person for the part will get the part

◦ *Class*: only if all things are equal, the upperclassman will get the part over an
underclassman 

The day the cast list is posted the panel will stay after school to discuss any concerns or 
questions with auditionees.    
ALL CONCERNS WILL BE HANDLED BETWEEN THE STUDENT AND THE 
PANEL AT THAT TIME.   
Students are strongly encouraged to meet with the panel as it is a rare opportunity to get 
feedback on your audition.  Meetings will be on a first come first served basis.  The 
following day there will be a read through, all students should bring their signed contract 
with them to the read through.  

What We Are Looking For: 
This play has many challenges and we are looking for a cast that can conquer them. The 
things we are looking for are:  

• strong choices in the monologues
• strong physical presence
• strong stage presence
• the ability to handle the language in the monologue

Final Notes: 
Please keep in mind, auditioning is a very scary process. We know that. The casting panel 
wants you to succeed.  If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Davis BEFORE the 
auditions so he can answer them. Do be aware that Mr. Davis may NOT do things like: tell 
you which monologue to do, or work on your monologue with you.  All information given 
or questions answered must be the same for every single student.  

In that same vein, please be aware that the casting panel will evaluate and cast you based 
SOLELY on your audition, not on your past performances in the plays. There are always 



many students we do not know at each audition, and it would unfair to them to cast based on 
what we know of you from past plays or class.    

The only exception to this rule is if your past attendance/behavior is disruptive, in which 
case we do consult our records from past shows. This does not mean you will not be cast, 
but if you were chronically late, missed rehearsals, did not memorize, or gave anyone in the 
production a hard time, we may cast you in a smaller part than we might otherwise have cast 
you, and/or cast you with the understanding that if your behavior has not changed you will 
be replaced quickly. We know from experience that high school students change greatly 
from year to year and wish to give each student a chance to show us their growth.  However, 
disruptive behavior or lack of dedication to the play harms everyone in the production and 
will not be tolerated.  



EBHS PLAY CONTRACT 2015/16 

All students who participate in the after school plays at EBHS must sign this contract and have their 
parents sign as well. All contracts are due at the first rehearsal. Failure to turn in a signed contract 
may result in dismissal from the play.  

By signing this contract you agree to the following rules of behavior. Any violation of these rules 
may result in your immediate dismissal from the play (though we will try to give one warning first). 

The Cast & Crew Will: 
1. Be at all rehearsals ON TIME. Lateness for any reason must be approved by the director in

advance.
2. Notify the director AT LEAST one week prior to any known absence.  Exceptions are made

for illness but excessive absences will result in dismissal from the play (a play is a team
sport, if you are not there - for whatever reason - it hurts everyone in the cast).

3. No one may leave the auditorium for any reason once rehearsal has begun without notifying
the director or stage manager.

4. Students are expected to maintain their grades. The play is not an excuse for not doing the
work required in your classes.

5. Students are expected to be prepared for rehearsals, and to follow all instructions given by
staff members AND STAGE MANAGERS.

6. If a student has a problem with another actor in the cast or their performance they are
expected to speak to the director about it, do not give another actor acting notes or
suggestions.

7. All actors are to be respectful when addressing concerns with any staff member.  Do not tell
the costumer that you will not wear something because you do not like it. If there is a
legitimate problem you may address it respectfully and tactfully and your concerns will be
taken into account. The staff has final say.

8. All actors agree that they will not write nasty things about the play or fellow cast
members on twitter, myspace, facebook, live journal, or any online journal or over
Instant Messages.  Read that again.  If you do not like an actor or the play or the staff, find
ways to cope. Discussing it with Mr. Davis is a good place to start. If you find it unbearable
or irresolvable on your own, do not write about it for everyone to see and create a situation
where your ranting can cause pain, suffering, and bring down the morale of the cast. This is
divisive and damaging to a show. Think about this before you sign before you sign this
contract.  If your on-line activity causes problems in the cast or morale of the show you
WILL be replaced.



9. NO ACTOR WILL GET THEIR HAIR CUT, COLORED, OR STYLED
ONCE CAST WITHOUT DISCUSSING IT WITH THE DIRECTOR AND
COSTUMER FIRST.

10. No one is excused for any reason from rehearsal in the month of November. PARENTS:
Make doctor’s appointments, etc. with this in mind.

11. All Actors will be memorized by the off-book date.  They may call for line after that but no
scripts will be allowed on the stage.

12. All actors should be aware that attendance and lateness are recorded, and may result in
dismissal from the show and/or may affect future casting decisions.

13. All actors must attend at least ONE set build and Set Strike.

I have read these rules and agree to follow them at all times during the rehearsal process 

Student signature:  

Parent Signature:  

 The Director’s commitment:  

I will try my best at all times to: 
1. Maintain open lines of communication with cast, crew, and parents.
2. Give a warning to an actor in danger of being dismissed.
3. Create and maintain an open atmosphere where actors feel safe and can take chances and

grow in their art form.
4. Try to schedule actors with respect for their time (though sometimes the nature of the script

demands that actors be present even though they will only be used later in the rehearsal).
5. Issue schedules and changes in a timely manner.

Jeffrey Alan Davis,   
Director, EBHS drama club 



Audition Material:

All auditioners must: 
-read/understand & be prepared to sign the contract
-complete the Audition Sheet (last page of this packet) & bring to the

audition 
-memorize one of the monologues to perform at auditions

(pick one appropriate for your gender) 

The Drama Club Page is at:  
Ebhsdramaclub.weebly.com 

The monologues to choose from are on the following pages… 



 Male Monologues 
Haimon from Electra: Kreon’s son, betrothed to Electra, has just learned his father will put 
her to death for burying her brother.  





Iolaos, Hercules kinsmen and companion, flees with Hercules’ children after his “death” 





Theseus, the great Hero and Hercules friend comes to aid him after the gods drive him mad 
and make him kill his family.  



Female Monologues 
Iris, a messenger goddess, prepares to unleash madness on Hercules at Hera’s bidding 
to make him kill his family.  



Electra mourns her father and her fate. 





Antigone confesses that she knew she would be put to death by her Uncle for burying her 
brother. 



AUDITION SHEET 

Name:_________________  Grade:_____ 

Females: Would you be willing to play a male role? ___________ 

Below please provide some highlights of your experience:  

Below list any KNOWN conflicts with the rehearsal schedule: 

All Auditionees please check one:  

I would like to be in the crew for the show if I am not cast  
□ Yes! □ No




	The Play:
	Rehearsals:
	Auditions:
	What We Are Looking For:
	Final Notes:
	The Cast & Crew Will:

