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OFFICIAL INDUCTION CEREMONY

Traditional Thespian Flowers

       Blue delphinium





                  Yellow Rose

Welcome and Introduction to the Thespian Society (Troupe Director)
Good evening. My name is Jo Lane and I am the theatre director here at Roosevelt High School. It is my pleasure to welcome you to share in the induction of the ________ members of Roosevelt High School’s Thespian Troupe #7289.

(Go to separate INSERT page for previous Season information to announce.)

(Lead audience in applause.)
Through hard work, sacrifice, and dedication, the candidates have earned the right to be called Thespians. It is a title of honor, signifying a commitment to an art as old as humanity.
Ceremony Introduction (Thespian Officers)

Actors are called Thespians in honor of the first actor, Thespis, who emerged from the ancient Greek chorus and became an individual character in the play. Theatre is said to be more than six thousand years old. The priests of Egypt created the first dramatic literature with highly emotional religious hymns. Later, in Greece, drama evolved and flourished, becoming an integral part of the life and culture of the people.


Theatre declined during the Roman era, however, and was eventually banned by the church. Curiously enough, the Christian church was responsible for the rebirth of drama in Europe more than a thousand years later. During that time, the Dark Ages, most people could not read or write, and so priests began acting out scenes from the Bible to teach God’s word to the masses.


With the coming of the Renaissance, drama moved out of the churches and into the courtyards, reaching new heights with the plays of the immortal William Shakespeare during the Elizabethan period.


Today, we are in an era of more realistic theatre. Modern plays attempt to portray life honestly, whether comic or tragic. As young people of today, you are part of the living theatre.


Those of you who have earned membership will be inducted as members of Thespian Troupe #​​​​​​​​​7289 of the International Thespian Society.

PERFORMANCES (Officers and Inductees)

Inductees, when your name is called, please perform your induction monologue, scene, or musical theatre selection. 

(All students should perform. See program for order.)
Induction Ceremony (Thespian Officers)
Commitment to theatre is what the International Thespian Society is all about. The Society was established in 1929 by a group of college and high school teachers in Fairmont, West Virginia. They named their organization for Thespis, the Greek who, according to legend, was the first actor; their guiding principle was a dedication to excellence in theatre arts in secondary schools. 

Since that time, the Society has grown into an international organization with more than a million members, and the goals of the International Thespian Society haven’t changed. It still strives to give young adults a place for outstanding theatre where the standards of excellence in theatre arts will be advanced, and to honor those students who do theatre well. And it continues to be guided by the principles of its founders: a belief that participation in the arts is an essential means of widening students’ cultural horizons and enriching their lives. The Society is a service as well as an honorary organization.


Students become members by earning points for their work. Thespian membership is granted for the performance of meritorious work in theatre arts, which meets the Thespian Society’s guidelines. Points are earned for hours spent in rehearsal and performance, working on production crews, working at the box office, doing committee work and helping with Thespian projects.


Just as points can be earned in many different areas of the theatre, theatre provides many different areas of learning. Theatre also stimulates creativity and problem solving skills. Involvement in theatre builds confidence in students, and it enhances students’ abilities to work in groups toward a common goal. Theatre helps students develop self-discipline and encourages commitment to a cause. For some, theatre could provide a career path; however, for most, it is a creative and social outlet. It makes no difference: for the student, theatre in school is an enormously valuable experience.

Candle Lighting (Thespian Officers)

We are honored, therefore, to present membership to the theatre students who have met the requirements for membership in the International Thespian Society, an honor and a reward for their participation in the theatre program at this school. 

(Have Thespian candle in middle of the table with matches and a box of candles ready for inductees, as well as pins, certificates, etc.)

The membership card is your identification as a Thespian. It will serve as a reminder of the responsibilities you assume when accepting membership in the society.

The certificate serves as evidence of the honor you receive for helping to promote the theatre arts program in this school. 

The pin of gold and blue will indicate to others that you are part of an honored international group. May you wear it with pride.

The candle you receive is your connection to Thespis. Light it annually to remind you of your pledge as an official Thespian.

In honor of this early Greek writer, all actors are called Thespians. In his honor we are the International Thespian Society. We have as our emblem the two masks of comedy and tragedy etched in colors of gold and blue bound together with the Thespian ‘T.’ 

Candle Lighting (Thespian Director)
As an Honor Thespian and Thespian Troupe Director, I light this candle in memory of Thespis. I light it to remind the wearers of the masks that the emblem represents a proud and dignified heritage, and that this heritage is now entrusted to you.

(Thespian Director lights the Thespian Candle.)
As I read your name, please step forward to receive your membership certificate, card, and pin, and sign the troupe membership roster. Your one-year subscription to Dramatics magazine will be mailed to your home. Please light your candle at the Thespian candle and remain standing up front.

(Read the names of students earning membership. HAND OUT CANDLES with pins and certificates. Light candles BEFORE PLEDGE.)

OPTIONAL: Honorary Thespians (Thespian Director—not awarded annually)
 
As they are no longer in high school, they are not able to become an official Thespian, Honor Thespian, National Honor Thespian, or International Honor Thespian. However, due to their meritorious service to the theatre department as cast, crew, and supporter, they will receive the distinction of Honorary Thespian, receive a Thespian sticker, light their own Thespian candle, and take the Thespian oath with our new initiates. Joining our inductees up front, I would like to call up the following ______ individuals who will receive the distinction of Honorary Thespian: _______________, __________________, and ___________________.

ITS Pledge (Thespian Director)
 
While membership in the society is an honor, it is also evidence of your continuing desire to work toward higher standards for theatre productions in education and arts programs. Therefore, membership places upon you the obligation of performing your best with the knowledge that greater honors come to those who accept greater responsibilities through cooperation with others. 

(With candles lit, the new members repeat the Thespian pledge.)
Would the new initiates please repeat the Thespian pledge after me:

I promise to uphold the aims and ideals 

of the International Thespian Society.

I am a student of theatre and excellence is my ideal.

I promise to perform my part as well as I can;

to accept praise and criticism with grace;

cooperate with my fellow Thespians

work for the good of the troupe;

and share my love of theatre with others.

Explanation of Thespian Pledge (Thespian Director and/or Officers)
The pledge that you have just taken binds you to the principles and ideals of the International Thespian Society. You are to do the tasks assigned to you. You are to cooperate with your troupe officers and fellow students as well as your teachers and administrators in helping to raise the standards of excellence in all areas of your experience. You are to refrain from any action that may hinder the work of your troupe. You are to conduct yourselves so that you may gain the respect of your school, program, and your community. 

Declaration of Membership (Thespian Director)
By the authority delegated to me by the International Thespian Society, I now declare you members of Troupe No. 7289 of Roosevelt High School. 

(Audience applauds.)

Congratulations and welcome to the International Thespian Society. Always remember our motto which comes from Alexander Pope’s ‘Essay on Man’: ‘Act well your part; there all the honor lies.’” 

(Lead audience in applause.)
Welcome New Thespians (Thespian Director and/or Officers)
 
If the glow of the achievements of ages past in all art forms is to continue to brighten the path of humanity and help civilization grow, then the theatre must remain a vigorous part of that enlightenment and growth by adding new talent to its ranks, talent that will justify the existence and continuance of drama. We welcome you as new Thespians and urge you to use your talents so that our candles may shine more brilliantly as you act well your parts. We have confidence in your ability to achieve success. We sincerely hope that you will enjoy your association with this organization. As you now extinguish your candles and take your seats, be resolve to always let the flame glow in your hearts.

(Candles may be extinguished after ceremony. Inductees may be seated.)

Announcement of Thespian Officers (Thespian Director & Outgoing Officers)

Thespians, the future of our organization depends on the dedication of all members and on the vision and the ingenuity of the officers. The members of our troupe have selected the following officers to direct our activities in the future: 

 (Introduce current officers. Each announces his/her replacement. See separate sheet.)

It is my honor to confer upon you the charge of your offices in the International Thespian Society. I extend to you the trust of our members and of the Society in striving for the advancement of theatre arts in education and in our community. Congratulations.

(Hold for audience applause.)

Announcement of Phony Tony recipients (Thespian Director)

As an annual tradition, Tonys are given for outstanding work in the theatre. In the same light, Phony Tonys are given to students for admirable participation in the theatre during the year. However, they are more for the fun of the award and less the serious nature of receiving it.
(List awards recipients for each show: Best Actor and Best Actress, plus Best Crew Head and Best Crew Member overall)

Announcement of Thespian Honors (Thespian Director)

On a more serious note, we have several honor awards to give each year. Students achieve honors in theatre for the amount of service given to the organization. For every additional 100 hours, students earn “Thespian stars” to indicate their level of service.

(Announce Thespians, number of hours, and number of stars earned.)
· Awarded the title of Honor Thespian, these students have earned over 600 hours of total theatre service. (Announce Honor Thespians.)
· Awarded the title of National Honor Thespian, these students have earned over 1200 hours of total theatre service. (Announce National Honor Thespians.)
· Awarded the title of International Honor Thespian, these students have earned over 1800 hours of total theatre service. (Announce International Honor Thespians.)
Announcement of Theatre Lettermen (Thespian Director)


Students also are denoted the honor of lettermen in theatre for outstanding service.

(Announce Theatre lettermen.)

Announcement of Thespian of the Year Award (Thespian Director)
And last, but certainly not least, the award for Thespian of the Year. Typically, this award would go to an upper classman who demonstrates more than just passion for theatre, but also outstanding achievement commitment in serving Thespians, the Theatre Department, and educational theatre. This individual is elected by his or her peers during the same voting process as the officers and Phony Tonys, and in subsequent years, elected only if that person has not won the award once already.
The Thespian of the Year is our most honored award. The person who receives the award should truly demonstrate consistent values of a Thespian through service work, leadership, performance, and other means. It truly is someone who should be called Thespian of the Year. That person’s name is engraved on a plaque permanently displayed in our lobby. (See separate page for Thespian of the Year recipient)
Announcement of Season (Thespian Director)
(See separate page for Season information)

Closing Remarks (Thespian Director)
This concludes our induction ceremony this evening. Thank you for attending. Your continued support and appreciation of our accomplishments serve to strengthen our society. Good night.
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