Course Name

Musical Theatre Exploration

Course Description

Musical Theatre is a uniquely American form of drama. Students will study various styles

of the genre including musical comedy, rock musicals, rock operas, concept musicals,

and “pop operas,” and discover the composers and lyricists who partnered to create

them. They will compare distinguishing elements and investigate qualities of historically

landmark productions in relation to their social and cultural contexts. They will learn how

members of production teams collaborate to develop musicals. They will investigate

how song, dance and musical underscoring contribute to dramatic elements of the

production. The semester will conclude with presentations of individual or small-group

projects in which students demonstrate a deeper understanding of one aspect of musical

theatre.

Prerequisite

None

Duration

Semester

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the semester, students will be able to

• Identify genres of musical theatre and identify ways in which they differ in style,

tone, and construction

• Name significant composers and lyricists and describe how they contributed to

the development of the American musical

• Identify and explain how the American musical has impacted United States

culture and/or society, and beyond

• Identify musicals that have influenced the form and content of the genre

• Demonstrate and support how the development of musical theatre productions is

inherently collaborative in nature

• Show how specific elements within one song, dance, and/or underscored

dialogue forwards the story

Teaching Strategies

Students will read and view segments of various productions. They will attend

two live college and/or professional musical theatre productions within a two-hour

driving distance of BGHS. Students will be on their feet exploring scenes and songs.

Students will research and sharing information, engage in class discussion, and make

presentations. Guest presenters will participate when available.

Additional Materials

Articles and video clips will be accessed via the internet; material from other sources will

be copied and shared. Musicals that students watch in class will be purchased (cheaply)

through Amazon.com. Field trip transportation via school bus will be requested.

Total cost to teach the course:

$300 (bus transportation estimate and small fund for videos)

Additional Information

Until relatively recently, musical theatre was my least favorite genre of drama. I was

a lover of Shakespeare and Greek Tragedy. (I still am!) But through the growing

opportunities to stage musicals with BG schools, I have come to not just appreciate, but

respect, the genre of musical theatre. Especially, I have devised and practiced strategies

that emphasize the value of the ensemble, as opposed to drawing over-exaggerated

attention to a few “lead” actors. The fact that I devote an entire chapter to the concept

of ensemble agency in musical theatre in the 2nd Edition of my book Temporary Stages:

Critically Oriented Drama Education (2013) demonstrates my commitment to the topic

of musical theatre. Also, the collaborative model of musical theatre leadership that BG

Schools has made possible reinforces the model that professionals use to develop and

stage new, and revivals of, musicals.

I never would have guessed when I took this job in 1993 and I would want, let alone

know enough, to teach a course on musical theatre!
