THESPIAN INDUCTION – DEC. 2011
1: Welcome to the Thespian Initiation ceremony for Spring of 2011. Let us begin by welcoming the inductees!(Applause) Thank you. (Sit)

2: Commitment to theater is what The International Thespian Society is all about. The Society was established in 1929 by a group of college and high school students in Fairmont, West Virginia. They named their organization for Thespis who, according to Greek legend, was the first actor; their guiding principle was a dedication to excellence in theatre arts in secondary schools. In the almost eighty years since, the Society has grown into an international organization with more than a million members, but its goals haven’t changed; the Thespian Society still strives to make schools a place for good theater and to honor those students who actively participate. (Sit)

1: Students of the theater become eligible for membership in Thespians when they complete 100 hours of outstanding effort in theater arts. Each of these initiates has completed this requirement. Some have contributed on the stage as actors, singers, and dancers. Others have contributed backstage, building and painting sets, finding and creating costumes, working lights and sound, and completing any of a hundred other tasks that go into producing a play. A few very dedicated people have been involved both onstage and backstage. Many students participate in Stevenson theater productions every year, but only a few are committed enough to become Thespians.

2: Now that the membership rolls are up-to-date, each inductee receives a lifetime membership in the International Thespian Honor Society. They will also receive a one-year subscription to DRAMATICS magazine, the monthly publication of The Thespian Society. 

1: At this time, I would now like to ask each Inductee to stand up, and tell us about your most memorable experience in Stevenson drama. It could be a humorous incident, or perhaps why a particular show was your favorite, or anything that has made Stevenson drama special for you. For example, my favorite memory is…(tell a good story!) Let’s start with... (pick someone who will tell a good story!)

1: Thank you. It is time for you to recite the Thespian pledge. Please stand up, and repeat after me (us?). It is important that you give this pledge accurately, and please be respectful of Mr. Corliss and the other Thespians. Don’t get silly.
(Pause at the dashes!!!)
I pledge to uphold -- the aims and ideals -- of the International Thespian Honor Society. -- I am a student of the theater -- and excellence is my goal. -- I pledge to abide  by the motto -- of the International Thespian Honor Society, -- “Act well your part; -- There all the honor lies.” -- I promise to share my love of the theater, -- and always to work -- for the betterment of the troupe. 

1: As I call your name, please step forward and receive your Thespian pin. (Call names)  Congratulations! (Applause). Now Mr. C. has some things to say.
Mr. C. (Remarks) 

2: This concludes our ceremony. All Thespians, let’s go to Round Robin, for some free food!

